


THE SPLC IS A MASSIVE, MULTI-
MILLION-DOLLAR CHARACTER
ASSASSINATION MACHINE
The establishment media continues to try to destroy
opposition to Sharia.
 
  Robert Spencer
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As Brett Kavanaugh defended himself on Thursday against scurrilous and
unsubstantiated allegations brought forward by the Democrats, who have now richly
earned the sobriquet “the Evil Party,” David Horowitz tweeted: “The left lives by character
assassination - Bork, Thomas, Kavanaugh.” Yes it does, and this doesn’t manifest itself
solely in Supreme Court nominee hearings. The Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC),
the establishment media’s principal source for determining who is acceptable in the public
square and who isn’t, is a well-heeled, unscrupulous character assassination machine,
destroying lives and reputations with impunity for years now.

The SPLC has for years defamed me as a “hate group leader” and an “anti-Muslim
extremist.” These are not mere words. Tyler O’Neil reported in PJ Media last September
that former SPLC spokesman Mark Potok declared: “Sometimes the press will describe
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us as monitoring hate groups, I want to say plainly that our aim in life is to destroy these
groups, completely destroy them.”

Potok added: “You are able to destroy these groups sometimes by the things you publish.
It’s not so much that they will bring down the police or the federal agents on their head, it’s
that you can sometimes so mortally embarrass these groups that they will be destroyed.
… We see this political struggle. We’re not trying to change anybody’s mind. We’re trying
to wreck the groups. We’re trying to destroy them. Not to send them to prison unfairly or to
take their free speech rights away, but as a political matter to destroy them.”

The SPLC is making headway in that plan in my case, prevailing upon both MasterCard
and Discover card to refuse to process donations to my organization, Jihad Watch. I’ve
started an Indiegogo fundraiser to raise money to sue the SPLC. It will be interesting to
see if the SPLC prevails upon Indiegogo to quash a fundraiser that is critical of the SPLC.

Those who may be applauding MasterCard and Discover Card for quashing a “hate group
leader” should stop and think for a minute. The first question for them to ponder is this:
What if the SPLC is wrong? It is already established that the SPLC is not infallible in
determining who is “hateful” and who isn’t -- witness the $3,375,000 it paid to Maajid
Nawaz for smearing him as “anti-Muslim extremist.”

Then consider a hypothetical world in which credit card companies and social media
platforms shunned people on the word not of the Southern Poverty Law Center, but on the
word of, say, the American Family Association. In that event, the Left, which is so
authoritarian today, would suddenly become champions of the freedom of speech. But this
will remain a hypothetical, because outside of The Handmaid’s Tale, the AFA and other
socially conservative groups would never crack down on dissent the way that the Left is
doing today.

Nonetheless, the point is still sound: once it is generally accepted that people can be
barred from services based on their political views, America has ceased to exist as a free
society.

What will be the next step? Will MasterCard and Discover deny me a personal credit card
as well, because I’m on the SPLC’s hit list? Will the SPLC pressure other companies to
deny service to me and others that the SPLC has defamed?

In five or ten years, if this trend is not checked, will it be possible for me and others whom
the SPLC is trying to destroy to buy a house? A car? Groceries? If the precedent is
established that people can be discriminated against based on their political views, there
is no telling where it could end, or if it will end at all.

Whatever you may think of me and of the other people that the SPLC has targeted for
destruction, the implications of what is being done are clear. America is at a crossroads
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today. The choice before us is whether we will continue to exist as a free society, or
whether we will become a totalitarian state in which holding the proper opinions is an
indispensable prerequisite of being able to function as a citizen at all.

If the Southern Poverty Law Center is not decisively exposed and repudiated, and if
MasterCard and Discover don’t back down, and if others join them, it isn’t just I who am
threatened. At risk is the basic and hard-won principle of equality of access to services.
When that goes, our other freedoms will swiftly follow -- more swiftly than most Americans
realize.
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